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The Technical Theatre Class had an amazing opportunity 
to learn from Wyatt Bartel, a professional lighting designer 
from Production Resource Group, who provided the students 
with a comprehensive and practical 4-hour seminar on the 
science of light and the art of lighting design.



Message from the Head of School

A year of continued growth.

Carl Sabatino
Head of School 

Bridges Academy is the leader in the education of twice-
exceptional students. Our commitment to the continued 
research and development of teaching strategies for 
neurodiversity in the 21st-century classroom has not waned 
since Bridges’ founding in 1995. From our work in the 
classrooms and research through the 2e Center, we have 
made significant contributions to the field. Our expertise 
and support are increasingly sought by new schools and 
programs across the country.

Strategic planning and implementation is an integral 
and ongoing process. In the spring of 2016, our board 
and community members developed the 2016-2019 
Strategic Plan. The four-point plan is moving the school 
forward, guiding our priorities over the next three years. 
Institutional Advancement will seek to utilize our board 
more strategically in reaching our short- and long-
term general financial and campus development goals. 
Program Development will challenge us to undertake a 
three-year program assessment and develop 2e Center 
programs. Campus Development will focus on the 
financial planning and steps needed to make our Arts 
& Engineering Building a reality. Branding & Marketing 
will require that we assess and plan the evolution of our 
look, message, and modes of communication. 



The Bridges faculty, staff, students, parents, alumni, and 
education support professionals throughout Southern 
California continue to believe in and support the real-life 
successes of our philosophy and programs. It is their energy, 
talents, and perseverance that will propel Bridges and the 
field to the next level. 

Carl Sabatino, Head of School 
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Our expertise and support are increasingly sought by 
new schools and programs across the country.” “

Solid financials are the foundation of our 
philosophy and future. With the successful 
completion of the renegotiation of our 
mortgage with Osaka Sangyo University, we 
now can settle into a secure, predictable, and 
affordable permanent use of our campus. The 
further development of the campus is a high 
priority, and we are committed to achieving our 
educational and aesthetic vision in prudently 
budgeted phases to ensure financial stability at 
all times during the process and into the future.

Some of that bright future already is here. The 
summer of 2017 sees the first phase of our 
Laurel Canyon classroom building renovations. 
The new look and functionality of Phase I will 
improve ADA access, increase the number of 
private restrooms available to all, and bring 
openness and light into both the first and 
second floors. Planning is well under way for 
Phases II and III, during which we will focus on 
the transformation of hallways and classrooms.



A year of continued growth.

Message from the Chair of the Board of Trustees

On behalf of the Bridges Academy Board of Trustees, I am pleased to present the 2016-17 Annual Report.

Over the past academic year, Bridges Academy has achieved numerous objectives: 

•  During 2016-17, Bridges undertook an extensive self-study which examined every component of our school. The California 
Association of Independent Schools reviewed this report and spent three days on our campus making its own independent 
evaluation, which resulted in the extension of our accreditation for another six years. 

•    To ensure the long-term financial stability of Bridges, the Board renegotiated the terms of our mortgage with Osaka Sangyo 
University. 

•   The Board approved plans for the improvement of the Laurel Canyon classroom building, commencing this summer (2017) 
with a renovated entrance and ADA bathrooms and lift. Further improvements are planned to upgrade certain infrastructure and 
improve aesthetics. 

•   We have advanced our curriculum by creating talent development opportunities. The Badges Program, originally implemented 
only in the 10th grade, was extended to include Grades 11 and 12, and Bridges Academy awarded its first Young Expert Certifications 
on the diplomas of two graduates.

•   We continue to develop programming to extend 2e education beyond our campus. Our 2e Center will host a symposium in 
October to celebrate the pioneers of 2e education and gather scholars, professionals, and leaders of 2e-friendly schools to discuss 
best practices and future trends.



The Board continues to evaluate additional plans to renovate 
the grounds in order to complete our goal of building a more 
innovative campus—one that will help further develop the 
strengths and talents of our children.

Once again we have united to support the Annual Fund in 
remarkable fashion, surpassing the ”gap” goal of $300,000  with 
a 97-percent parent participation rate. Our community came 
out in full force and demonstrated resounding commitment 
both to Walk-A-Palooza and the very enjoyable Gala. Because 
of this strong support from our students’ families and friends, 
we have accomplished so much and our future continues to 
look bright. 
 
We are pleased to welcome Jim Dauterive to the Board. Jim 
is the parent of a Bridges student, is the creator of the show 
“Bob’s Burgers,” and has an extensive background in the 
entertainment industry. He has been a strong supporter of 
Bridges Academy over the last several years.

I want to thank all of our dedicated supporters and encourage 
those new to the community to get involved. Your efforts are 
what make Bridges Academy a place where our children can 
continue to imagine, persevere, and achieve.

Thank you, once again, for a great year. 

Ellen Rosen, Chair of the Board of Trustees

Ellen Rosen, chair of the Board of Trustees, 
and her son, Bridges alumnus Matthew Rosen
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FINANCIAL STATEMENT
2016-2017

Operating Expenses

Operating Income, 
Gifts & Contributions

SUMMARY OF FUNDRAISING
$314,294  Annual Fund
$45,000    Building Fund
$15,975    Restricted

$375,269  Total

ANNUAL GIVING BY 
CONSTITUENCY
Board:    100%
Faculty:  100%
Parents:   97%

Tuition    92.7%
 
Fundraising   5.3%
 
Other    2.0%

Payroll & Benefits  74.2%
 
Financial Aid   9.3%
 
Buildings and Grounds 9.5%
 
Administrative  4.1%
 
Instructional Support 2.9%

$7,747,514                           100%

$7,747,514                             100%
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Campus Development will focus us on the financial planning 
and steps needed to make our Arts & Engineering Building 
a reality. The campus will also feature several ‘tree houses’ 
like the one pictured below.”  
         - Carl A. Sabatino, Head of School“



Report on Philanthropy: Annual Fund Donors
BOARD OF TRUSTEES

HEAD OF SCHOOL
Carl Sabatino

BOARD CHAIR
Ellen Rosen

TRUSTEES

Richard Barnett
Robert A. Berry
Karen Breslow
Jim Dauterive
Peter Godwin
Max Goldberg
Brian Haskin
Vi Huang
Marilyn Kingston
David Lapeze
Lori Lepler
Margie Power
Jason Ricks
Tom Ropelewski
Ellen Rosen
Carl Sabatino
Robin Schader
Larry Scheindlin
Keith Stolzenbach
Elizabeth Thomas
Valerie Weisenfeld,
PA representative

ANNUAL FUND

ANGELS CIRCLE
($25,000 or more)

Anonymous
Karen Breslow 
   & Robert Schwartz

FOUNDERS
($10,000 - $24,999)

Anonymous
Christine & Steve Molaro
The Palermo-Ravich 
   Family Foundation                                                             
Kevin Yoder & Jeff Hall

BENEFACTORS
($5,000 - $9,999)

Dena Bloom 
   & Robert Klyman
Michaela Catlin
Kate Colleary & Rand Ravich
Evelyn & James Dauterive
Leah Glynn & Zack Stentz
Melissa Hayes
W.M. Keck Foundation
Judi Kitano & Michael Yogi
Elizabeth Kopple 
   & Chuck Gillman

Max Lee-Roller
The Left Family
Barbara & Don Rice
Ellen & Martin Rosen
Robin Schader
Kathy Schultz
Leila Zafaranchi 
   & Ali Montazeri

PATRONS
($2,500 - $4,999)

Cintia & Mark Alonso
Karin & Henrik Bastin
Fely & Rob Berry
Malin & Brian Boyle
Karol Darsa 
   & Oded Nechushtan
Leslie Dixon     
   & Tom Ropelewski                                                            
Michelle & Dan Greenberg
Violette & David Huang
Stephanie & Ted Humphrey
Alexa Junge & Doug Petrie
Tina Keller & Leif Sandaas
Edita & Michael Kremerman
Kim & Mark Kuskin
Lori Lepler
Mark Melichar
Margie Power & Ken Jones 
Christopher Ruhland
Carl Sabatino

Gilda & Kambiz Sabouhi
Lisanne Sartor
   & Dakota Sunseri
Anna Schaerf
Lora Silverman 
   & Keith Stolzenbach
Tami & Jeff Turner
Stephanie Vassallo 
   & Holly Whatley
Juana & Gregory Weingart
Valerie Weisenfeld
   & Chris Gruin
Jenya & Dan Worrell
Rianna & Uzi Zimmerman

SPONSORS CIRCLE
($2,000 - $2,499)

Arlette & Mesrop Avakian
Barry Babok
Gina Battista & Jim Esposito
Laurence Dumortier 
   & Matthew Greenfield
Rebekka & Dan Hosken
Harriett Ikenson 
   & Brian O’Kelley
Linda & Chris Jackson
Marylin Kingston 
   & Harry Cynamon
Sabine LaFolie & George Levy
Arnie Levitt
Mark Richardson
Anousha & John Wickser



                                                         
SUPPORTERS CIRCLE
($1,000 - $1,999)

Tatiana Armbruster 
   & Ilya Kahn
Susan Baum
The Benevity Community 
   Impact Fund
Susan & John Boken
Cynthia Bond 
   & Jean-Benoit Blanc
Kellie-Bea & Doug Cooper
Megyn Price & Ed Cotner
Rebecca Dauterive
Liliana Escudero
   & Juan Carlos Escudero
Jean-Claude Gertrude   
   & Efrem Seeger                                                   
Zelema Harris
Ellen Isaacs 
   & Lary Rappaport
Elissa Johnston 
   & Grant Gershon
Seth Kurland
Julia & David Lapeze
Hank & Joan Nicols
Sarah & Bill Odenkirk 
Ruth Oroshnik
   & Steve Bramson
Hang & Larry Pacey
Kristin Peterson 
   & Bret Hambrick
Tami Reiker

Karen Samuels
Madison & Alex Soleimani
Jill Sorkin & Doug Lieblein
Monica Sosa 
   & Paolo Simeone
Corinne Taylor-Cyngiser 
   & Ram Cyngiser
Shelly Tremain 
   & Dave Roach
Julio Umansky
Lisa & Dan Vebber

ASSOCIATES
($500-$999)

Stuart S. Applebaum Giving    
   Foundation*
Elissa & Scott Ashwood
Toby & Sam Berkow
Beneth Browne 
   & Matthew Dodson
Maureen & Alan Cheney
Lauren & Chris DeVillier
Robin & Steve Fox
Melissa & Rob Gordon
Sandra & Brian Haskin
Lisa & Jim Herz 
Chloe & David Jones
Leslie Kapner
Scott Barry Kaufman
Allyson Kimmel 
   & Jeff Golden
Candice Koral

Joe Kraemer
Mr. & Mrs. Chris Larrabee
John Levenstein
LeeAnne & David Mallel
Ronna Mandel & Dan Sokol
Barry Milea                                                           
Amanda Millett 
  & Jeff Baskin
Nancy Morrison 
  & Greg Pincus
Patricia O’Brien 
   & John Vetter
Lauren Peng & Chris Tang
Sandra Pugh
Rita Rosen
Lindsey & Joshua Schank
Rabbi Laurence Scheindlin
Tracy & Eric Shabsis
Karen & Steve Shoemaker
Wendei & Kris Smith
Alexandra Thorn
Timeless Language Center
Colleen Ventimilia 
   & Jen Ventimilia
Maria & Anthony Whitford

* In honor of Lori Lepler

..

FRIENDS
($50-$499)

Hadar Almog
Kimberly 
   & Michael Anderson
Christine & Vincent Angell
Kristine Annunziata
Anonymous
Nichole Auden & Greg Jones
Stephanie & Josh Avedon
Sela Azmon-Fishbein 
   & Evan Fishbein
Laura Bahr
Stacey Bartoli
Jon Baum
Heidi Behrendt
James D. Berkowitz
Eileen Brennan
Shane Brennan
Alex Brown
Kevin Burkhardt
Tracy & Gordon Carey
Sally Chasman
Jeanette & Brian Comer
Bjorn Conrad
Lexi Conrad & Josh Mogin                                                        
Heather & Amnon David
Kyra Davis
Christina de Rochemont
Milagritos Del Carpio 
   & Jose Mujica
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Paola DiFlorio 
   & Peter Rader
Shannon & Ian Dittbrenner
Christina de Rochemont 
   & Rich Best
Thomas Downey
Lisa Elliott
Christine Evey 
   & Michael Richardson
Valerie & Charles Faithorn
Robin Fleck 
   & Richard Graves
Martha & Matt Fleckenstein
Sheryl & Tim Fox
Jennifer Glickman
Max Goldberg
Pamela Grant                                                   
Rachel Holmes-Davis 
   & Geoff Davis
Nicholas Huang                                               
Kathryn Kaycoff-Manos 
   & Mark Manos
Maria Kennedy
Elise & Mark Lampert
Doug Lenzini
Bill Lepler
Veronica & Michael Levin                                                                                            
Victoria Marks & Dan Froot
Mary McInerney
Amy & Michael McMaster
Hannah & Jacob Michelson
Anne Milder 
   & John Mattson

Mr. & Mrs. Joseph Milea
Mary Ellen & Chris Miller
Sherry Minkowski
Vance Monet
Lisa Moricoli-Latham
Sherine Omar 
   & Hisham Ismail
Tedra Osell 
   & Thomas Bluhm
Robert Oye
Panny Pang & Jeff Griffin
Marie & Martin Parker                                                                   
Nancy Peponis
Magdalena Prado 
   & Fernando Morales
Lesli Preuss
Richard Rabkin
Brittany & Mitchel Ramos
Jason Ricks
Laura & Nick Roveda
Lori & Brant Saul
Kate Schlesinger
Amber & Glenn Schneider
Jessica & Marc Schrobilgen
Carmen Sevilla
Irwin Shubert
Brianna Siegel
Alecia & Tony Steiner
Anna & Dmitry Teper
Leslie & Robert Tirapelle
Kim & Bob Vargas
Anthony Vo
Nicole & Matt Warner

Donna & Gary Weyman 
Janet & Mark Whitman
Chris Wiebe
Holly & Gil Zuniga

FACULTY

Anonymous                                                                
Omid Abrishami                                                                  
Greg Baeza
Laura Bahr
Jon Baum
Susan Baum
Bernie Becerra
Natali Becerra
Michael Beer
Heidi Behrendt
James D. Berkowitz
Barry Blonsky
Eileen Brennan
Shane Brennan
Noah Bresler
Alex Brown
Cody Buchanan
Cristhian Camacho
Pedro Camarillo
Matt Carroll
Danny Chasman-Beck
Kristy Chavez                                             
Toshimi Chida
Yoonmy Chung
Cassandra Condos
Marcy Dann

Thank You
Michael Dennis
Caitlin Epsteen
Vincent Fiamma
Joel Hernandez
Lisa Herz
Stacey Hilborn
Greg Kaczynski
Dafna Kaiserman
Sean Kangataran
Michelle Katz
Maria Kennedy
Aaron Kennedy-White Martin
Carmen Ketola
Heather Lembcke 
Katherine Lenis
Doug Lenzini
Jose Malagon
Daniel Manning
Stuart Matranga
Caroline Maxwell
Mary McInerney
Dylan McKenzie
Kim Miller
Sherry Minkowski
Claire Moolenaar
Ken Moore
Pilar Munoz
Devin Parks
Don Peake
Tyler Peck
Lesli Preuss
Mitchel Ramos
Sarah Rodney
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We are deeply grateful for the commitment of our donors, 
whose support makes Bridges Academy possible. The future of 
Bridges Academy and twice-exceptional education itself is made 
better and brighter by their philanthropic investment in education. 
The Annual Fund covers the gap between the actual cost of 
education and tuition and goes to our bottom line.  Funds in excess 
of our annual goals can be directed toward building, departmental, 
and other projects that build our space and our overall program. 
While we occasionally receive gifts from foundations and business, 
we rely on donations of every size  from each of our community 
members to reach our annual goals.  Annual Fund includes gifts 
from our current families, alumni and alumni parents, grandparents, 
faculty, staff, administrators, trustees, and other friends of Bridges 
Academy.  We can never express our gratitude enough. Thank you!

Kyle Rubalcava
Nina Sahakian
Martha Sanchez
Anna Schaerf
Nick Scheftic
Hannah Scott-Persson
Carmen Sevilla
Will Sherman
Irwin Shubert
Ryan Siebrasse
Miriam Singer
Brad Sparks
Kirk Stauffer
Bryce Sterling
Valerie Sun
Ian Tindell
Kari Umbreit
Kim Vargas
Jasen Vita
Anthony Vo 
Cody Wagner
Chris Wiebe
Michael  Wilt
Kyle Wittlin
Sam Young
Lorenzo Yzaguirre
 

Phoenix Program’s Hour of Code

VOLUNTEERS
(100+ Hours)

Shoshana Anthony
Tatiana Armbruster
Arlette Avakian
Karen Breslow
Julie Burstin
Kate Colleary
Rebecca Dauterive
Liliana Escudero
Christine Evey
Robin Fox
Rebekka Hosken
Vi Huang
Stephanie Humphrey
Linda Jackson
Sabine LaFolie
Mark Lampert
Julia Lapeze
John Mattson
Anne Milder
Patricia O’Brien
Eric O’Rafferty
Marti Ornest
Wendei Smith
Jill Sorkin
Corinne Taylor-Cyngiser
Tami Turner
Lisa Vebber
Jen Ventimilia
Valerie Weisenfeld
Maria Whitford
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College and University Acceptance
Allegheny College ***
Bard College
Bennington College
Bradley University **
Brandeis University *** 
Bucknell University
California Institute of the Arts 
California Lutheran University ** 
California Polytechnic campuses at
     Pomona
     San Luis Obispo
California State University campuses at 
     Northridge
     Channel Islands
     Monterey Bay
     San Diego
Carleton College
Chapman University ***
Clark University 
College of Wooster ***
Columbia College, Hollywood
Connecticut College ***

Cornell College **
Earlham College ***
Gonzaga University **
Goucher College 
Hampshire College **
Kalamazoo College ***
Knox College ***
Lafayette College **
Lake Forest College **
Lewis and Clark College ***
Loyola Marymount University **
Ohio Wesleyan University
Pepperdine University
Reed College
Rensselear Polytechnic Institute ***
Rhodes College
Santa Clara University *
Santa Monica College
Sarah Lawrence College **
Sewanee: The University of the        
     South
St. John’s College **

The Evergreen State University *
Tulane University ***
University of California campuses at
     Berkeley
     Davis
     Irvine
     Merced
     Riverside
     San Diego
     Santa Barbara
     Santa Cruz
University of Colorado, Boulder **
University of Denver
University of Puget Sound
University of Redlands ***
University of Richmond 
Ursinus College
Whittier College ***
Whitworth University **
Willamette University **
Worcester Polytechnic Institute

Asterisks denote merit scholarships in the following amounts:
* up to $9,999 per year **10,000 – 19,999 per year ***20,000 – 30,000 per year

Universities in bold type are where students plan to attend in the Fall of 2017

Graduates (from left to right): Evan Pincus, Matteo Rader, Oliver Roveda, Ben Schwartz, and Grady Shoemaker 



Congratulations to the Bridges Class of 2017

“ You have brains in your head. You have feet in your 
shoes. You can steer yourself any direction you choose.” 

-Dr. Seuss, “Oh, The Places You’ll Go!” 

Graduates (from left to right): Evan Pincus, Matteo Rader, Oliver Roveda, Ben Schwartz, and Grady Shoemaker 
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Parent Association Appreciation
We are a small school with a mighty parent volunteer base 
that does an extraordinary amount of work. Our Parent 
Association orchestrates our largest community fundraising 
events : the Annual Halloween Carnival, Walk-A-Thon, and 
the Gala, along with the support of Bridges staff. These 
events support the operating budget while also providing a 
foundation upon which so many strong relationships in our 
community are built.

Beyond these main events are dozens of smaller events that 
involve and impact the lives of our students on a daily basis. 
If there is an in-school function, after-school program, club, 
sporting event, or drama or musical performance, there is 
a cadre of parents providing hospitality, technical support, 
and guidance. This generosity of spirit also is extended to 
long-standing community members, and especially to the 
next generation of Bridges kids and parents. 

The unique experience of being a 2e kid creates a demand 
not only for educational specialization, but also for a 
supportive, flexible, and loving social environment in 
which students can be respected for who they are and are 
encouraged to reach their highest potential. The close-
knit parent community fosters a fun and safe environment 
for our students. More than that, the community provides 
an excellent support system for the parents themselves. 
Through sharing resources, stories, and life experiences, 
our parents support one another and increase awareness 
about 2e education and its goals within the community 
at large.

Walk-A-Palooza (left to right):
Grace Cotner, Brendan Liu, 
Malia Bond-Blanc, and Calvin Vebber

Pi Day Celebration Parent Volunteers (left to right):
Valerie Weisenfeld, Stephanie Humphrey, Ruth Oroshnick, 
Sabine Lafolie, Corinne Taylor-Cyngiser, Lauren DeVillier, 
and Greg Pincus



Beyond the PA performing the usual 
duties of rallying the troops to 
action, they also go a great distance 
to support our faculty and staff 
during holiday giving and teacher 
appreciation. The faculty always 
has an amazing time at these 
events and is extremely grateful, as 
these events provide a boost when 
teachers feel the burn in the final 
dash to the end of each semester. 

The Bridges faculty, staff, and head 
of school offer our sincere thanks 
to each parent volunteer who lends 
their time, energy, and special 
skills to support Bridges Academy. 
You are the best; we couldn’t do it 
without you. 

Halloween Carnival:
Christa and Maureen Cheney

Studio 2e Gala (left to right):
Gina Battista, Elaine Thomas, Shoshana Anthony, 
Tami Turner, Kristine Annunziata, Paulina Wittlin, 

Valerie Weisenfeld, and Julia Lapeze

Studio 2e Gala:
Tami “The Disco Ball” Turner

Studio 2e Gala (left to right):
Don Butler, Kristine Annunziata 
Gina Battista, Jim Esposito, and 
Jeff Turner
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Phoenix Program
The 2016-2017 school year featured the largest group of Phoenix students in our history. Moving into the administration building, adding 
and upgrading classroom space, and hiring additional staff enabled us to expand. Several new programs were implemented this year, 
enabling students to enjoy even more diverse experiences. Among these were a weekly drop-everything-and-read time, during which 
students explored text in a genre of interest; a twice-weekly fitness program (called TTF) that encouraged physical activity; and Student 
Council. TTF included activities such as cheerleading, dance, hiking, and basketball. The cheerleaders went on to perform at all home 
basketball games and were a very popular addition. Student Council gave students an opportunity to represent their advisory in meetings 
with the Phoenix director, and the students now are successfully running a recycling program as a result of one of these meetings. 

Enrichment Clusters

Strength-based learning is a way to generate excitement and encourage students to attempt things they might not ordinarily try. To 
facilitate this, Phoenix students spent each Friday working in a chosen area of strength and interest. The sessions are meticulously 
planned by teachers not only to include student interests, but also to offer students a challenge and opportunities to explore beyond 
what they might normally encounter during a short class period. 
 

Cooking Class (left to right): Malia Bond-Blanc,
Grace Cotner, Alia Burstin, and Maddie Ornest

Finn Reiker and the Peacock Foundation
mobile outreach crew



At their open house for parents, the students presented a documentary, a giant full-scale model of the island, a constitution, business 
plans, outlines of the birds’ habitat and the island’s ecosystem, and more. 

Helping our community was the subject of the second intersession. After meeting Bill Benson from the Peacock Foundation, which 
provides animal-assisted therapy for children, the students decided to raise funds to support animal therapy and pet rescue. Students 
held a fundraising event entitled “Open your Heart,” for which they solicited donations from local businesses, created games, produced 
educational films, made beautiful art, and held an auction, ultimately raising over $1,000 for the Peacock Foundation. A representative 
from the L.A. Mayor’s office attended the event—as did more than 100 parents and grandparents—which served as a great example of 
what students can do when they start with their strengths and follow their passions.

In the first semester, students selected from Filmmaking and Criticism, Cooking, Game 
Theory, Comic Book Bonanza, Computer Programming through Musical Coding, and Art 
through Photography. In the second semester, students were able to choose from Discover 
Studio City, The Art of Telling Stories, Game Theory, Comic Book Bonanza, Screenwriting, 
and Around the World, where they were able to taste, touch, and see the way of life in 
other countries. Students also were given an opportunity to share some of the skills they 
had mastered in these sessions by doing presentations for parents and other students.

Hour of Code

In December we participated in the Hour of Code, a global movement to introduce students 
of all ages, genders, and backgrounds to coding and computer science. With support 
from Bridges’ educational technician Valerie Sun and several teachers, all of the students 
learned how to code their own “Flappy Bird” game. Practicing coding remained an option 
for students for the rest of the year. 

Intersession Presentation: (left to right)
Chris Richardson, Andrew Steiner, and 
Brian Comer

Intersessions

The first intersession of the year presented the students with a real-world-type problem. 
They inherited a small tropical island containing a group of thought-to-be-extinct dodo 
birds. Students had to find a way to protect the birds while creating a sustainable and 
viable economy on an island with no existing infrastructure. Working as environmentalists, 
filmmakers, model makers, government officials, and business owners, the students 
found a solution to the problem: ecotourism.
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Middle School 

The Bridges Middle School in 2016-17 continued to 
challenge students to unlock their potential by exposing 
them to numerous academic, social-emotional, and creative 
opportunities designed to stimulate their intellects. 
Students began the year with an introspective look into 
their developing self-awareness skills through discussion 
of and reflection upon their respective learning styles, 
dominant intelligences, and personality profiles. These were 
determined in part by utilizing the Baum-Nicols Personality 
Indicator, the MyLearningPrint assessment, and a Gardner 
Multiple Intelligences test.

Also key to this equation are members of the middle school’s 
talented faculty and staff, who create opportunities for the 
students to consciously become aware of their talents and 
areas for growth. The bond created between faculty and 
students serves as a foundation for inquisitive thinking 
and decision-making. It also supports the demonstration 
of self-advocacy and leadership skills development within 
day-to-day tasks in classes, and also in students taking 
the lead role during student/parent/teacher conferences. 

Interest- and Talent-Based Curriculum

The middle school curriculum is as unique and diverse 
as our amazing student body. Courses are designed with 
rich content in mind, allowing students to choose classes 
based on talents and interest—from Biomimicry and 
Makerspace in science, to Programming and Animation 
in media technology, to Art that Changed the World and 
Reel to Real in humanities. In addition, students provide 

input to create enrichment clusters that further foster 
talents and interests. This year, these included Super Hero 
Comic Creation, Sculpture, Filmmaking, School of Rock, and 
Nutritious Cooking. 

Putting It into Practice

Opportunities to demonstrate growth in life skills exist during 
our semesterly excursions to a local park, where students 
engage in socializing through game play. Perspective taking, 
cognitive flexibility, and citizenship also are practiced during 
Pi Day and Museum Day presentations, for which students are 
provided the time and place to speak in front of our community 
about a project they created and the processes behind it. 

Pushing Limits

Perseverance and resilience are pushed to maximum 
levels for many of our students during the annual 
overnight trip. This year students spent three days and 
two nights at Camp Whittier, where they exercised their 
ability to stay in the struggle and manage adversity 
through various physical and mental activities—from 
a high ropes course to board game challenges to 
performance creation—in a limited amount of time.

The middle school is grateful for the donors who 
continue to support our program and provide the 
faculty creative opportunities to support and guide 
our neurodiverse students to future successes.
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“ The best preparation for tomorrow is doing your best today.”
                                                                      - H. Jackson Brown

Photos: (Top)  Chase McMaster, Lauryn Elliott, 
Christa Cheney, Leo Ventimilia, Brendan Liu, 
and Josh Bramson at the Camp Whittier 
ropes course

(Bottom left)  Jordan Left, Evan Whitford, 
and Alex Wickser (left to right) in Reel to 
Real/MS humanities
 
(Bottom right) MS art presenter
Christa Cheney at Museum Day 
“Art In Nature” display



High School 
The 2016-17 school year was a dynamic one for the high school community. Students and 
faculty settled into a redesigned master schedule, which has students taking two to three core 
classes at a time during six 5-week modules, or “copernimesters,” a portmanteau alluding 
to the Copernican block framework. Focusing on two or three classes at a time enables 
students to delve deeply into the content and skills in their classes, developing the habits 
and routines of a successful student while managing their coursework and responsibilities. 
Additionally, having core subjects like humanities, math, science, and foreign language 
during the first half of a day affords more time for support and student-driven, interest- 
and strength-based offerings.

Second Year of Young Expert Program: Successes and Adjustments

The Bridges Young Expert Program (Badges) entered its second year, with all 10th and 11th 
graders, as well as several seniors, participating. The program augments the interest-
driven and talent-development offerings already present in core classes, afternoon 
electives, and after-school activities. This year students earned badges in topics ranging 
from weather, sculpture, and game design to photography, blacksmithing, and creative 
writing. Program coaches, whose experiences with students continually shape program 
implementation, worked to bolster the program during several work sessions throughout 
the year. Among their primary goals was to enhance scaffolding and support for students 
who are rising to the challenge of deep topic exploration but struggle with the self-driven 
nature of Badges work. Next year, coaches will utilize Google Classroom—already in use 
in core classes and electives as a curriculum management tool—to provide a foundation 
for a more directed and sequential Badges path for students who need increased support. 
Some students may pursue a variety of prefabricated badges designed to develop skills 
such as public speaking and research, which are prerequisites for advanced Badges 
work. Finally, program coaches are endeavoring to partner with more parents and 
community members to provide mentorship opportunities for students working in a 
variety of areas. 

We are deeply grateful to the Malone Foundation, whose grant funding has afforded 
opportunities for work and training sessions aimed at developing this unique and 
exciting program. 

Photo: (Below)  Bridges 2017 
graduate Cameron Aaron, Young 
Expert in Artificial Intelligence



Bridges Graduates First Young Experts

This year Bridges issued its first “Young Expert Certification” distinctions, 
appearing on the diplomas of graduating seniors Cameron Aaron and Grady 
Shoemaker. Cameron and Grady focused on an area of interest over the course of 
three years, extensively exploring their chosen topics and developing a broad body 
of knowledge and skills that equip them for future academic and professional work. 
Cameron’s exploration of artificial intelligence and neural networks connected 
him with experts in the field, including members of Google’s DeepMind project. 
His TED-Ed speech on the topic attracted the interest of technology professionals, 
who contacted him for an exploratory discussion about future collaboration. 
Grady’s work in video-game design and production included a mentorship with 
a professional from DigiPen, a top design school, and resulted in the production 
of several games utilizing game engines to manufacture dynamics of physics and 
motion, resulting in realistic, intuitive, and engaging experiences for players.  

In addition to the new division-wide schedule, the 
high school program has integrated English and 
social science courses into a holistic humanities 
curriculum in Grades 10-12. This shift reflects 
the principle that educated persons should have a 
worldly acquaintance with culture, expression, and 
social structures as they develop an understanding 
of human consciousness and what it means to be 
human. The Bridges three-year sequence covers 
world history, economics, and government—fostering 
critical skills in chronological thinking, historical 
analysis, and research—while also developing 
language arts competencies such as reading 
comprehension, literature interpretation, written 
composition, and speaking/presentation. Students 
grapple with primary and secondary source material, 
literature, art, and music in exploring big ideas and 
essential questions, and in tracing patterns, trends, 
and the significance of change over time. 
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Photos: (Above)  Sydney Kurland with 
1920’s dress design on Museum Day

(Right) Bridges 2017 graduate Grady 
Shoemaker,  Young Expert in Game 
Development and Design 



Alumni Profile: Sam Jones, Class of 2005

So rather than focus on performance, he funneled much of his energy during college into learning how to compose original music—
this while his passion for film bubbled beneath the surface.

When an old high school relationship led him by chance to write music for a short documentary, Sam realized music composition 
for film was the perfect niche for his particular skills and interests. This turning point led Sam to enroll in USC's Scoring for Motion 
Picture and Television class, a one-year graduate certificate program within the Thornton School. He spent the next year learning to 
create music under the pressure of deadlines, navigate the latest production software, orchestrate for various ensembles, deal with 
non-musician clients, and much more. 

Sam worked on every student film he could get his hands on, often juggling three or four simultaneously while negotiating a full 
class workload. He found an ideal collaborator in Alexis Marsh, with whom he started a music production business shortly after 
graduating the program.

Sam Jones was obsessed with music and film. In fact, during his last couple of years at 
Bridges Academy, two of Sam’s favorite pastimes were playing in the Bridges band—which, 
Sam explains, was just “me and my four or five friends playing in our band but at school 
instead of in our garages”—and conducting his own nightly film-watching binges. So it was 
natural that Sam’s passions fell where these two worlds intersected.

“I got completely absorbed in music and film to the point where I couldn’t imagine doing 
anything else,” he says. 

Turns out he hasn’t had to. In fact, there’s a good chance you’ve already heard Sam’s 
scoring work in film or television.

After graduating from Bridges in 2005, Sam enrolled in the USC Thornton School of 
Music’s Studio/Jazz Guitar program, which boasts diverse offerings covering jazz, 
classical, pop, and Latin guitar styles—”a good fit for a kid who had a wide range of 
musical interests.” Sam was initially overwhelmed by the “teeming sea of musical 
talent” at USC, especially after being one of only a half-dozen or so serious musicians 
at Bridges.
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In the two years following, Sam and Alexis both worked odd assistant jobs, followed up with every connection they made at USC, 
and accepted any work anyone offered no matter how silly the project or how small the pay. Their philosophy was to never let slip 
an opportunity for building new relationships, since, according to Sam, “every connection breeds more connections, and you never 
know which ones will pay off in the future.” After two or three years of applying that ethos, and some good luck, the duo was able to 
turn the business into full-time work scoring indie films, commercials, games, and whatever else came along. 

After a few more years, Sam and Alexis attracted the attention of an agent, which led to larger projects and eventually their first 
TV-show scoring job (“Animal Kingdom”), which is wrapping its second season. Among the films Sam and Alexis have scored are 
“Equality,” “Lila and Eve,” “We’ll Never Have Paris,” and “Preservation,” and also the television show “Sesame Street.” They also 
scored numerous short films.

And Sam now is circling back to performance, as last summer he joined Marsh and another musician (Daniel Dorff Jr.) in forming 
a band, DYAN, which has since released an album and toured the U.S. and Canada.  

Sam describes Bridges as a place “where my creative energies were lovingly nurtured and allowed to run free, thankfully paving the 
way for what continues today and beyond.”

Learn more about Sam’s music at:
alexisandsammusic.com
lookingfordyan.com

Photo here: The members of DYAN 
-- Daniel Dorff Jr. (left), Alexis Marsh 
(middle), and Sam Jones (right) 

Photo adjacent page: Sam Jones and 
Alexis Marsh
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